
Ball Played from within Water Hazard 

              

 

 

     Rule 26-2 is a little 

known but very useful rule in golf. It clarifies for 

the player, what his options are should he elect 

to play a ball from within a hazard and the 

results are not as hoped for! 

 

Obviously, before making a stroke from the 

hazard, the player must not touch the ground or 

water in the hazard, nor touch or move any loose 

impediment lying in or touching the hazard. 

 

 

If the player elect to play rather than take relief under penalty, and the ball were to end up in the 

same or another water hazard, he can……… 

I. Under penalty of 1 stroke, drop a ball from where the stroke was made in the hazard 

II. Under an additional penalty (2 in total), drop the ball outside the hazard, measuring from 

where the original ball last crossed the hazard 

III. Under an additional penalty (2 in total), drop and play from where the last stroke outside 

the hazard was made. 

If the player elects to play rather than take under penalty, and the ball were to end up lost, 

unplayable or out of bounds, he can……….. 

I. Under penalty of 1 stroke, drop a ball from where the stroke was made in the hazard 

II. Under an additional penalty (2 in total), drop a ball outside the hazard, measuring from 

where the original ball last crossed the hazard 

III. Under an additional penalty (2 in total), drop and play from where the last stroke outside 

was made 

It seems very complicated, but effectively, the rule permits you to take relief from the new position, 

plus the relief you should have, but didn’t take in the first place. It also clarifies where to measure 

from in taking the relief.  

Definitely one not to just take my word for, but to consult in your rule book, rule 26-2. 
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